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We are here lonight o provide information
and clarificalion o communily and family
members on whal SOGl-inclusive

educalion looks lke in The Mission Public
School Dislricl.
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We thank you for your
allendance.
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SOGIl-cenlered educalion is NOT

cenlered in sexudlily.

MPSD

The MPSD is commilled To ensuring
every classroom is welcoming and thal
all studenls and sloff feel safe and
supporled
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MPSD

Employees of the MPSD are commilled
lo acceplance, inclusion, and working in
a welcoming communily. They are
bound by the BC Human Rights Code,
as employees, which prolecls sexudl
orientalion, gender idenlity, AND gender
expression.

PROTECTIONS

Sexual orienlation and gender
idenlily/expression are also
prolecled under the Canadian
Charler of Righls and Freedoms,
and provincial legislation, including
the Safe and Caring Schoal
Communilies policy
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OUR COMMITMENT

We fully supporl educalors and schools as
they integrale age-appropriate references (0
diversily in sexual orienlation and gender
idenlily

This fosters dignily and respect while reducing
incidenls of violence and descriminalion against

2SLGBTQ+ peoples.

MYTH SOGH-inclusive educdlion promoles a
specific sexual orienlalion or gender
idenlily

FAET SOGHnclusive educdlion does NOT promole
" any specific idenlily and is designed lo creale a
safe and inclusive environmenl for all [ combals
discriminalion by providing representation of dll
lypes of people in classroom resources ana

enhancing awareness of experiences and
challenges faced by 25LGBTQ+ peoples.
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MYTH:
FACT:

SOGCH-inclusive resources are
inappropriate and have explicil conlent

There is NO pornographic or explicil
conlent in any SOGHinclusive resources.
SOGH-inclusive educdlion addresses
lopics lke idenlily, famiy diversily,
stereolypes, bulying. and name cdling.
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MYTH SOG-inclusive education

violales parenls’ righls.

FAET SOGHnclusive educalion is meant
" lo complement parenls” efforls in
leaching essenlial values of
lolerance. respecl. and acceplance
of al people. Il conlribules lo a
grealer understanding of diversily
and inclusion.
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SOGHinclusive education is aboul

MYTH: recruiling studenls o be 25LGBTQ#

FACT: T'hisis a baseless myth.
SOGHnclusive educdtion aims (o create
acceplance and inclusion; it dees not
seek lo influence sludenlsddenililies.
Teachers greallyavdiue the unique
individual idenlilies of sludentls.
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MYTH: SOGHinclusive education is the' same
' thing as sexual health educalion.

FACT: SCClis a dislinct lopic from
sexual heallh education.
SOGhinclusive educalion
aims [o promole
underslanding, inclusivily, and
supporl for all studenls,
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FACT:

Sexudl hedlth educdlion is a parl of BC's
Physical and Hedlth Education curriculum
and focuses on the biological, physiologicadl,
and reproduclive aspecls of human
sexualily. [ is taught separately. Parents and
guardians may consull with their school and
arrange for dllernalive delivery for cerlain
lopics.
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MYTH: SOGHnclusive educdtion is

inappropriate for studenls.

FACT: ALL students learn about respecl,
compassion, and diversily, while

more complex lopics like

>?' discrimination and injuslice may be
explored laler in a developmentally
and age-appropriale manner.
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FACT:

SOGlinclusive resources play a
pivolal role in addressing fundamental
human idedls lke diversily,
acceplance, and a sense of

>&, belonging

SOGI-inclusive educalion is essentidl
for every child.
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MYTH SOGI-inclusive education is a recent and
= conlroversial addilion o educalion.

FACT: SOGH-inclusive educdlion, lke the inclusion
of diverse cullures and races, has been
a parl of the broader goal for diversily
and inclusion in our schools for decades.
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FACT: Although SOCI has gained increased
allenlion recenlly, il is nol a new
concepl and is supporled by
educdtlional organizations, school
dislricls, and chid development and
health experls. SOCl is also protecled

legally.
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MYTH SOGHinclusive education is not needed

because these issues are nol relevant to dll

sludenls.
FACT:

These issues are relevant (o every single
student. SOGl-inclusive educdlion is
inlended lo fosler inclusivily and respect,
address issues of discriminalion and
bullying, and build understanding and
empalhy.
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FACT:

Furthermore, 2SLGBTQ+ sludenls
and slaff are members of our
school communilies and oflen face
unique challenges related (o idenlily,

FACT:

Sludies show thal having inclusive
classrooms and SOGCI-specific anli-bullying
policies improves school climale, and
reduces discriminalion, depression, anxiely,
subslance use, suicide idedlion, and suicide
allempls for ALL sludenls.
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MYTH: Schoal libraries have books thal
" are not safe for chidren.

FACT:

Our school dislrict has
comprehensive policies thal guide
leacher librarians when selecling
books for schoal libraries.
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MYTH: SCChinclusive educalion encourages
" students to transttion to a different
gender.

FACT:

The role of dislricls does not include
decision-making aboul studenls
gender exploralion or {ransilion
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MYTH: Gender offirming care can be

done in secrel.

FACT: Gender-off rming care requires
parenlal consent for those
under age. [ often involves
specialisl assessmenls and
lengthy wail limes of mulliple
years, and does nol happen in
schools.

MYTH Lelling transgender people use the
" correct bathroom is a safely risk fo
cisgender people.

FACT: In studies, there has been no
" evidence that transgender
people pose any danger (o
cisgender people in bathrooms. In
facl, sludies show lransgender
people are far more likely lo be
sexualy assauled in a bathroom
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MYTH: SOGI-inclusive educdlion is

‘grooming” sludenls.

FACT: [his is conflating the act of
" teaching self-acceptance with
brainwashing. [l ignores the need

for diversily and inclusive
educdlion thal 25LGBTQ+ adulls

say would have helped them
when they were younger.

MYTH: Schools are keeping SOGI-

inclusive educdlion a secrel from

FACT: families.

Our schools encourage students
lo share their learning with families.
We want al families lo support
their children and schools in
leaching respecl and inclusion.
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THANK YOU!

A big thank you lo Surrey School Dislrict for the
resources thal supporled this presenlalion, and [o
the SOGI supporters in MPSD that always pul our

studenls firsl.
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