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Updated: January 5, 2017 

 
 
 

2016 TRUSTEE COMMITTEE AND LIAISON APPOINTMENTS 

 
*The following Committees have been removed and will form the Committee of the Whole:  
Audit, BPDC, Budget, Business, CUPE Jt Bargaining, Education, Exempt Staff, Finance, Governance, MTU Jt Bargaining, P/VP Assoc., Dist. of 
Mission Ad Hoc, International Education, Labour Relations and Trades and Training Advisory. 

 

COMMITTEE TRUSTEE MEMBERS ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF MEMBERS 

Aboriginal Education Committee 

 

1st: Randy Cairns 
Alternate: Jim Taylor 

District Principal, Aboriginal Education 

BC School Trustees’ Association 1st: Shelley Carter 
Alternate: Rick McKamey 

Superintendent / Secretary Treasurer 

BCPSEA Representative Council  1st: Tracy Loffler 
Alternate: Shelley Carter 

Secretary Treasurer 

Committee of the Whole Chair: Rick McKamey 
VC: Tracy Loffler 

All Senior Staff 

Mission Literacy in Motion Trustee: Jim Taylor 
Alternate: Randy Cairns 

Assistant Superintendent / Principal (Melinda Dempster) 
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Updated: January 5, 2017 

 
 

 

 
*In Question: 
 

COMMITTEE TRUSTEE MEMBERS ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF MEMBERS 

University of the Fraser Valley 
Community Council  

Trustee: Jim Taylor 
Trustee: Tracy Loffler 
 

Superintendent / Assistant Superintendent / Director of Instruction 
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Updated: January 5, 2017 

 

Liaison Appointments Trustee Cairns Trustee Carter Trustee Loffler Trustee McKamey Trustee Taylor 
District of Mission         

Albert McMahon        

Cherry Hill        

Christine Morrison        

Deroche          

Dewdney        

Edwin S. Richards        

Hatzic Elementary        

Hatzic Middle       

Hillside Traditional       

Heritage Park Middle       

Mission Central        

Mission Secondary       

Silverdale        

West Heights       

Windebank        

French Immersion        

Fraserview Learning Centre        

Riverside College        

Summit Learning Centre        

Facilities & Transportation        

Board Office & Student Support Services        
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Public Consultation:   
The following comments were received: 

1. If a parent chooses to send their child to a school, be it a school or program of choice or another 
neighbourhood school and not their catchment school, and outside the reasonable walking distance, 
the parent should be responsible for the costs of getting the child to school. If the child is on SD75 
buses that the parent should pay for busing the student.   

2. Students should have the option to ride the bus if they are outside the walking distance, regardless of if 
they are in catchment or not.    

3. Busing priority levels need to be looked into and that busing is not a service that should be taken for 
granted. There should be a priority level for students riding buses,  

a. first priority going to students within catchment that are outside the walking distance, and  
b. second priority to those outside the walking distance that are at a school or program of choice.   
Busing should NOT be free - ALL parents should pay a fee.    

 
Staff will consider the comments for revising the Transportation policy in due course. Staff anticipates 
updating this policy in Spring 2017. The review will also consider the recent changes to provincial funding 
for busing students. 
 
Implementation: 
Final Approval – Board meeting January 24, 2017 
Staff Orientation – February 2017 
MPSD Website – February 2017 
PAC Notification – February 2017 
 
Attachment: 
A. Catchment Areas, Cross Boundary, Schools of Choice, and Programs of Choice Policy – clean copy 
B. Catchment Areas, Cross Boundary, Schools of Choice, and Programs of Choice Policy – red-lined 
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Mission Public Schools – Catchment Areas, Cross Boundary, Schools of Choice, and Programs of Choice Policy  Page  1  

 

Corporate Policy 

Section: School Administration  

Title:  
Catchment Areas, Cross Boundary, Schools of Choice, and 
Programs of Choice Policy 

300

 
Purpose 

To establish guidelines for student access to public education at a neighbourhood school, a School of 
Choice, or a Program of Choice.  

 

Policy 

Neighbourhood schools will generally be accessible to all school-age students in the neighbourhood, 
subject to enrolment capacity. 

Neighbourhood schools may be accessible to school-age students outside of the neighbourhood, 
subject to a cross boundary school application and enrolment space availability.  

Schools of Choice and Programs of Choice will be available to all students in the district, subject to an 
application and the enrolment space availability in the School or Program. 

 

General Guidelines 

In accordance with the School Act, schools will enroll students in the following descending order or 
priority: 

 A catchment area student who, in the previous school year, attended the school. 
 A student assigned by the Board to the school. 
 A catchment area student. 
 A non-catchment area student who, in the previous school year, attended the school. 
 Siblings of non-catchment area students who, in the previous school year, attended the school. 
 A non-catchment area student. 
 A non-school district student. 

 

Catchment Areas  

An elementary school catchment area is a specified geographic area that surrounds a school. In 
determining a school catchment area, consideration will be given to the walk limits specified in Board 
Policy, and the number of students that would be attending the elementary school. The objective will be 
to consider the capacity of the schools and balance the enrolment amongst most elementary schools.  

Information on the school catchment areas will be provided to parents and students, with additional 
information and details made available on the Mission Public School District website (www.mpsd.ca). 

The School District may amend the catchment areas as needed. 
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Mission Public Schools – Catchment Areas, Cross Boundary, Schools of Choice, and Programs of Choice Policy  Page  2  

 

Corporate Policy 

Elementary Schools 

The elementary school in each defined catchment area will be the neighbourhood school for that area. 
Residency in the elementary school catchment area qualifies an elementary school student to attend 
that school.   

Middle Schools 

The Middle School catchments are determined to equitably distribute the student population between 
the two middle schools. Elementary schools are assigned to a Middle School catchment as follows:  

Hatzic Middle School 

Catchment Schools 

Heritage Park Middle School 

Catchment Schools 

Albert McMahon Elementary École Christine Morrison Elementary 

Cherry Hill Elementary Hillside Traditional Academy 

Deroche Elementary École Mission Central Elementary 

Dewdney Elementary West Heights Community School 

Edwin S. Richards Elementary Windebank Elementary 

Hatzic Elementary  

Silverdale Elementary  

 

Exceptions: 

Students attending Edwin S. Richards in 2012-2013 who live in the Windebank catchment area will 
have the choice to attend HPMS (Note: this clause would be obsolete in 2018-2019). 

 

Cross Boundary  

The School District will consider cross boundary school applications for students to attend a school 
outside of their catchment area.  

The School District will use a fair and equitable approach when considering cross boundary school 
applications.  

Approval considerations 

Applications to attend a cross boundary school will be considered when sufficient enrollment space is 
available at the cross boundary school.  

Applications for students that have been displaced by the closure of a school will be given priority for a 
cross boundary school application for the school year immediately following the closure.  

If approved, attending a cross boundary school will be for one school year only.   
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Corporate Policy 

School District Cross Boundary Placement 

The School District may find it necessary to enroll a student in a school other than the neighbourhood 
school due to the availability of special programs or enrollment restrictions. While such placements 
shall be expected to remain for the duration of the current school year, whenever possible students will 
be returned to their neighbourhood school effective the start of the next school year.  

 

Schools of Choice 

A School of Choice means a school other than the neighbourhood school that parents choose to have 
their child(ren) attend. The School District has two Schools of Choice. These schools are not 
neighbourhood schools and do not have a defined catchment area. Any student may apply to attend a 
School of Choice. The Schools of Choice are: 

 Edwin S. Richards – Arts-Based Curriculum  

 Hillside Traditional Academy – Curricular outcomes in an environment based on traditional 
values. 

The School District will use a fair and equitable approach when considering applications to attend a 
School of Choice.  

 

Programs of Choice 

The School District offers Programs of Choice at four schools. Programs of Choice are a School District 
initiated program approved by the Board and designated to run in one or more school sites. Programs 
of Choice are offered in elementary schools as follows: 

 French Immersion   École Christine Morrison Elementary School 

 French Immersion   École Mission Central Elementary School 

The elementary school Program of Choice catchment area is aligned with the neighbourhood 
catchment area for the elementary schools listed below. The catchment boundaries for the Programs of 
Choice will be reviewed annually to ensure that each school is being utilized to its potential for the 
regular programs and to ensure the dual-track schools meet the Board’s expectations. 

 

École Christine Morrison (West) École Mission Central (East) 

Cherry Hill Elementary Albert McMahon Elementary 

West Heights Community School Deroche Elementary 

Silverdale Elementary Dewdney Elementary 

 Windebank Elementary 

 Hatzic Elementary 
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Mission Public Schools – Catchment Areas, Cross Boundary, Schools of Choice, and Programs of Choice Policy  Page  4  

 

Corporate Policy 

Programs of Choice offered after elementary school, are as follows: 

 French Immersion   École Heritage Park Middle School 

 French Immersion  École Mission Senior Secondary  

 

The School District will use a fair and equitable approach when considering applications to attend a 
Program of Choice. 

 

 

Date of Original Board Approval:  September 2008 

Date Amended:  

Legal Reference:  School Act, Section 74 

Cross Reference: Transportation Services Policy  

Administrative Procedures: 300-1, 300-2, 300-3 
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Mission Public Schools – Catchment Areas, Cross Boundary, Schools of Choice, and Programs of Choice Policy  Page  1  

 

Corporate Policy 

Section: School Administration  

Title:  
Catchment Areas, Cross Boundaryies, Schools of Choice, and 
Programs of Choice Policy 

300

 
Purpose 

To establishprovide guidelines for students to access to public education at at neighbourhood schools, 
a and to establish the criteria for students to access public education through Schools of Choice, or a 
and Programs of Choice.  

 

Policy 

Neighbourhood schools will generally be accessible to all school-age students in the neighbourhood, 
subject to enrolment capacity. 

Neighbourhood schools may be accessible to school-age students outside of the neighbourhood, 
subject to a cross boundary school permit application process and enrolment space availability.  

Schools of Choice and Programs of Choice will be available to all students in the district, subject to an 
application process and the enrolment space availability in the School or Program. 

 

General Guidelines 

In accordance with the School Act, schools will enroll students in the following descending order or 
priority: 

 A catchment area student who, in the previous school year, attended the school. 
 A student assigned by the Board to the school. 
 A catchment area student. 
 A non-catchment area student who, in the previous school year, attended the school. 
 Siblings of non-catchment area students who, in the previous school year, attended the school. 
 A non-catchment area student. 
 A non-school district student. 

 

Catchment Areas  

An elementary school catchment area is a specified geographic area that surrounds a school. In 
determining a school catchment area, consideration will be given to the walk limits specified in Board 
Policy, and the number of students that would be attending the elementary school. The objective will be 
to consider the capacity of the schools and balance the enrolment amongst most elementary schools.  

Information on the school catchment areas will be provided to parents and students, with additional 
information and details made available on the Mission Public School District website (www.mpsd.ca). 

The School District may amend the catchment areas as needed. 
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Corporate Policy 

Elementary Schools 

The elementary school in each defined catchment area will be the neighbourhood school for that area. 
Residency in the elementary school catchment area qualifies an elementary school student to attend 
that school.   

Middle Schools 

The Middle School catchments are determined to equitably distribute the student population between 
the two middle schools. Elementary schools are assigned to a Middle School catchment as follows:  

Hatzic Middle School 

Catchment Schools 

Heritage Park Middle School 

Catchment Schools 

Albert McMahon Elementary École Christine Morrison Elementary 

Cherry Hill Elementary Hillside Traditional Academy 

Deroche Elementary École Mission Central Elementary 

Dewdney Elementary West Heights Community School 

Edwin S. Richards Elementary Windebank Elementary 

Hatzic Elementary  

Silverdale Elementary  

 

 

Exceptions: 

Students attending Edwin S. Richards in 2012-2013 who live in the Windebank catchment area will 
have the choice to attend HPMS (Note: this clause would be obsolete in 2018-2019). 

 

Cross Boundary  

The School District will consider cross boundary school permit applications for students to attend a 
school outside of their catchment area. Applications for a cross boundary school permit must be 
submitted in accordance with the Administrative Procedure, by March 31 for the following school year. 

The School District will use a fair and equitable approach when considering cross boundary school 
permit applications, as outlined in Administrative Procedure.  

Approval considerations 

Applications to attend for a cross boundary school permit will be considered when sufficient enrollment 
space is available at the cross boundary school. Applicants will be notified of the decision regarding the 
cross boundary school permit application on or before June 30.   

 

Applications for students that have been displaced by the closure of a school will be given priority for a 
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Mission Public Schools – Catchment Areas, Cross Boundary, Schools of Choice, and Programs of Choice Policy  Page  3  

 

Corporate Policy 

cross boundary school application permit for the school year immediately following the closure.  

If approved, attending a cross boundary school permits will be for one school year only.   

 

School District Cross Boundary Placement 

The School District may find it necessary to enroll a student in a school other than the neighbourhood 
school due to the availability of special programs or enrollment restrictions. While such placements 
shall be expected to remain for the duration of the current school year, whenever possible students will 
be returned to their neighbourhood school effective the start of the next school year.  

 

Schools of Choice 

A School of Choice means a school other than the neighbourhood school that parents choose to have 
their child(ren) attend. The School District has two Schools of Choice. These schools are not 
neighbourhood schools and do not have a defined catchment area. Any student may apply to attend a 
School of Choice. The Schools of Choice are: 

 Edwin S. Richards – Arts-Based Curriculum  

 Hillside Traditional Academy – Curricular outcomes in an environment based on traditional 
values. 

The School District will use a fair and equitable approach when considering applications to attend a 
School of Choice, as outlined in Administrative Procedure.  

 

Programs of Choice 

The School District offers Programs of Choice at four schools. Programs of Choice are a School District 
initiated program approved by the Board and designated to run in one or more school sites. Programs 
of Choice are offered in elementary schools as follows: 

 French Immersion   École Christine Morrison Elementary School 

 French Immersion   École Mission Central Elementary School 

The elementary school Program of Choice catchment area is aligned with the neighbourhood 
catchment area for the elementary schools listed below. The catchment boundaries for the Programs of 
Choice will be reviewed annually to ensure that each school is being utilized to its potential for the 
regular programs and to ensure the dual-track schools meet the Board’s expectations. 

 

École Christine Morrison (West) École Mission Central (East) 

Cherry Hill Elementary Albert McMahon Elementary 

West Heights Community School Deroche Elementary 

Silverdale Elementary Dewdney Elementary 
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Corporate Policy 

 Windebank Elementary 

 Hatzic Elementary 

 

 
 
Programs of Choice offered after elementary school, are as follows: 

 French Immersion   École Heritage Park Middle School 

 French Immersion  École Mission Senior Secondary  

 

The School District will use a fair and equitable approach when considering applications to attend a 
Program of Choice, as outlined in Administrative Procedure. 

 

 

Date of Original Board Approval:  September 2008 

Date Amended:  

Legal Reference:  School Act, Section 74 

Cross Reference: Transportation Services Policy  

Administrative Procedures: 300-1, 300-2, 300-3 
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for example, the 24kW array has prevented about 20 tonnes of carbon from 
being emitted (Haida Gwaii relies on oil for electricity generation), or the 
equivalent of traveling by car more than three times around the equator!  
This information can lead to dialogue in a Social Studies or even Social 
Justice context around how our choices impact our environment and the 
environment of others around us. Recent protests against pipelines, 
concerns over drinking water, increased activism by First Nations, and many 
other related issues can be addressed by considering our part in the global 
energy economy.  It should be noted that these are not just issues of 
particular political bodies – organisations as varied as the military, science 
teams, land surveyors, and remote logging companies also seek ways to be 
less dependent on bringing supplies like oil from afar while functioning in 
remote environments. This has further implications for First Nation’s 
communities and other rural villages. On Haida Gwaii, a series of biomass 
heating systems were generated from this solar panel initiative. 
 
Finally, of course, these sorts of projects also contribute to class and 
community discussions on other possibilities.  We have schools like Dewdney 
and Deroche that could explore micro hydroelectric, for example.  The 
Board of Education sees these panels as part of an ongoing greening of both 
our facilities and the education of our children. The Board also envisions an 
LED monitor in the entrance area of schools so visitors and students alike 
can see real-time reporting on energy production. 
 
I recently had a consultation visit with Scott Fleenor, Principal of one of our 
local BC alternative energy firms, Terratek Energy Solutions, who have been 
responsible for a wide range of public and private solar panel projects 
around British Columbia (http://terratek.ca/ ) to seek their advice on which 
Mission schools had the best sites for energy production.  During our tour of 
Mission sites, he remarked at how almost all of them have excellent 
southern exposures. He recommended we start at the ideally situated Albert 
McMahon Elementary, which is a growing school in the northern part of the District. Following 
this, Dewdney Elementary has an excellent roof and a rural location that would tie in nicely 
to its outdoor education philosophy.  Other schools with ideal situations include Mission 
Secondary, Hatzic Middle Schools, Hillside Traditional, and Windebank Elementary.  
 
The Board is committed to eventually covering most of our schools with photovoltaic arrays.  
We will enter into a request for proposals early in the new year.  However, we know that 
while this initiative is worthwhile, it is expensive. Solar photovoltaic arrays run in the tens of 
thousands of dollars, and while they scale in energy production, larger is still more expensive. 
A 24kW system is around $50 000, for example. It is hoped that some additional support from 
outside contributors would accelerate the Board’s desire to get even modest PV systems at all 
schools within the decade. Ideally, a fund in the range of $20-$35 000 would kick start the 
Board’s contribution to make this a reality during the early summer of 2017. 
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Further Reading 
 
http://www.conergy.com/de/node/204  Solar Panels in Schools 
http://terratek.ca/     Terratek Energy Solutions 
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/teach/teaching-
tools/environmental-learning   Environmental Ed, BC Curriculum 
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/curriculumcouncil/ShapeTomorrow.pdf     
      Ontario Environmental Stewardship Ed. 
http://www.solardirectcanada.com/ Domestic Solar Information 
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British Columbia’s new school curriculum is making sure students are 
ready to succeed in our changing world. The Ministry of Education wants 
parents to share how they want to learn about their child’s progress from 
kindergarten to Grade 9. Everyone welcome.

AT TEND A COMMUNIT Y MEETING TO LEARN MORE

For more information please visit:
engage.gov.bc.ca/yourkidsprogress/

Have Your Say on Report Cards

Details: Tuesday, January 17, 2017 
Abbotsford Senior Secondary - 33355 Bevan Avenue
5:00 p.m. - Open House
7:00 p.m. - Facilitated Discussion
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Message from 

Education Minister Mike Bernier 
 
October 4, 2016 
 
Dear Parent, 
 
I’m writing today to ask you to share your opinions with the Ministry of Education as we work to 
update student reporting in kindergarten through Grade 9. Students in these grades are 
experiencing B.C.’s new curriculum in classrooms in every part of the province. 
 
We are adapting the curriculum in B.C. schools so kids learn the skills they need to succeed in our 
changing world. This means we also need to develop a new reporting approach. Right now the 
progress of your child is reported in many different ways, including report cards, parent teacher 
meetings, and regular student/parent/teacher check-ins. 
 
Reporting is all about keeping parents like you informed, and we want you to tell us HOW you want 
to be informed and keep track of your child’s progress. Until February 28 next year you can submit 
your thoughts online at engage.gov.bc.ca/yourkidsprogress. 
 
As well, community meetings will be held in 10 communities across the province over the coming 
months so parents can ask questions and share their input. Check the website for times and 
locations as they are scheduled.  
 
The ultimate goal of this engagement is to develop a student reporting process that gives families a 
deeper understanding of their child’s progress at school through timely and comprehensive 
information. We’ll gather the feedback and share our plan next June. 
 
Our education system is one of the most highly ranked in the world. Students are finding success in 
music, in academics, in sports – and in every subject in between. Together parents, teachers, and 
the education system are making sure we build on that for an even better tomorrow. 
 
For more details on our new curriculum, please visit www.curriculum.gov.bc.ca. 
 
Thanks for your help, 
 

 
 

Mike Bernier 
Minister of Education 
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DPAC Meeting, December 12, 2016
Location: Hillside Traditional Academy 

Meeting Commenced at 7:05PM
Meeting Facilitator: Cyndi Polovina
Attendees Present: (see far bottom)
Regrets:

Destiny Cunningham Clare Seeley Trisha Hansen-Bell
Raymond Kwong Sheneal Anthony Jessica Weismiller

Presentation on Hillside Traditional Academy by Principal Brian Baker

Adoption of Minutes: 
• Justin motions to pass; Karah seconds. Motion passed.
Adoption of Agenda:  with Change to add community event:  
• Heather motions to pass agenda with changes; Justin Seconds. Motion passed.
Correspondence: 
• Cheques for movie licenses to be given to Jessica
• Board of Education meeting is December 13th 2016

Superintendents report:
• Report cards for pick up at schools are mailed after the pickup period is over
• Angus is working with teachers regarding switching around the parent teacher nights so there is 

no conflict between High Schools and Middle schools
• BC Topped the PISA results – samples were taken from around the world and ranked based on 

ability. Science, LA, Math – etc. Not Social Studies as there is no way to compare that curriculum 
from one country to another.

• Our district Math Scores are okay. Could be better, and many of the changes to our successful 
curriculum will help these issues get addressed. 

• Snow Days: The Transportation Manager Jodie drives around at 3am and contacts Angus.  Always 
a difficult decision to make as there are differing opinions among parents.  The decision to send 
child to school or not rests with parents even if the schools are open, as they know the road 
conditions close to home.

• Facilities were out cleaning up and shoveling around. There is talk of replacing some old 
equipment.

• Board Meeting is tomorrow to discuss these items further.
• When questioned on changing our curriculum when our PISA results are already high, Angus 

noted that the curriculum changes are being made to address the changing dependence on 
internet/tablets/phones, etc.  i.e. important to learn skills to research and be able to apply 
information, not simply memorise it.

Chair Report:
• Presentation is on January 18th, see upcoming events below
• A week before there is a presentation in the same theater on the Biology of Stress 
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Treasurers Report (by Cyndi):
• We got our gaming grant!
• We do not have the current totals with the grant deposited, but as it is our accounts are below:

• Checking account: $2664.23; Gaming Account: $2624.08
• Two cheques for the November speaking event have cleared

Communications Report (By Cyndi via Clare's email)
• We received a thank you letter from the Food Bank for our donations from event.

Education Committee Report:
• Policy review needs public feedback, looking at the final items
• Discussed October Enrolment at a glance and growth.
• Update regarding more of facilities moving to Ferndale & its Budget (Final Phase 3+4)
• Ministry Of Education has agreed to postpone the curriculum changes for grades 10 - 12 for a year 

to prep more and provide more support to teachers. 
• Postings for two VPs have gone out (Province-wide) and these changes have been made:

• Angela Condon moved from Silverdale to Windebank; Rob Clark moved from VP at Hillside to 
become Silverdale Principal, Hardeep Grewall moving from VP at MSS to Principal at Albert 
McMahon, David Cyr from Albert McMahon is moving OOD to Coquitlam. 

•
Ongoing items:
Movie Ad HOC Committee:
• We have received more cheques for district movie license, more schools have joined this year.

New business:
• Draw; Winner: Cyndi Polovina

Meeting Adjournment: 8PM

Upcoming Events:
Parents education Event at Clarke Theatre Jan 18th 2017 @ 7PM: “Calm, Alert, and Learning: An 
Introduction to the Self-Regulation Theory” with Paula Jurczak of the MEHRIT Learning Centre.

School Board Meeting: December 13th 2016 at 6:30PM at Hatzic Elementary

Next DPAC Meeting: January 23rd 2017 at Christine Morrison

Executive:
Past President: Nikki Hawes  Chair: Cyndi Polovina DPAC@mpsd.ca

Vice Chair: Trisha Hansen-Bell   Secretary: Karah McLean
Treasurer: Jessica Weismiller   Communications: Clare Seeley

Members at Large: Sheneal Anthony, Destiny Cunningham, Raymond Kwong
Contact us at: DPAC@mpsd.ca  Web site:  dpac.mpsd.ca

Attendance: Hillside Traditional: Cyndi Polovina (DPAC President), Justin Wagner (PAC Rep); HPM: Karah 
McLean (PAC Rep/DPAC Secretary), Hatzic Middle: Lori McComish (MSS Parent); Riverside: Laura Wilson; Hatzic 
Elementary: Heather Burke (PAC Rep); MTU: Ann Titford; West Heights: Elisa Williams (PAC Rep); Christine 
Morrison: Karen Thompson (PAC Rep); Windebank: Michelle Masse (MSS Parent/PAC Rep)
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