
  

 

Committee of the Whole Meeting (Public) 

 
Committee of the Whole Meeting 
April 18, 2017, 3:30 pm 
District Education Office, 33046 – 4th Avenue, Mission, BC 

1. CALL TO ORDER  

 The Board Chair will acknowledge that this meeting is being held on Traditional Territory. 

2. ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

3. DELEGATIONS/PRESENTATIONS 

4. UNFINISHED BUSINESS         Page 

 4.1 Transportation Services       Action     1 

5. STAFF REPORTS 

 5.1 Staffing Update       Information         

6. NEW BUSINESS 

 6.1 Field Trip Application: San Diego, USA – Jim Pearce, Principal Action    5 
     Mission Secondary School Football Program 

 6.2 Riverside College – Electrical Program    Action   16 

7. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

 7.1 Committee of the Whole Meeting Minutes: April 4, 2017  Action   17 

8. INFORMATION ITEMS 

 8.1 Notice of Special Committee of the Whole Meeting       21 
   – Stave Falls Elementary 

 8.2 March Enrolment Charts         22  
 8.3 Special Committee of the Whole Meeting Dates - Budget     23 
 8.4 Curriculum Update – Standing Item       N/A 

8.5 District Parent Advisory Council – Standing Item      24 

9. ADJOURNMENT 
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Mission Public Schools – Policy #18 Transportation 

Policy #18 

Transportation Services 
 

The Board of Education may provide transportation services, or a transportation allowance, for students living 
beyond the established walk limits. 
 
The Board of Education believes transportation services should support the goals of the accountability contract 
within current fiscal constraints. 
 
General Guidelines 
 
Walk limits are as follows: 
 

 Elementary students residing less than 4 km (2.5 miles) from a school by the nearest passable road. 
 Secondary and middle school students residing less than 4.8 km (3 miles) from a school by the nearest 

passable road. 
 All students living within 3.2 km (2 miles) of the nearest bus stop are responsible for getting to the bus 

stop. 

Bus routes will be designed to accommodate students who live outside the walk limits to attend their 
neighborhood school.  In establishing bus routes the primary consideration will be student safety, with other 
factors being costs, distances, road conditions, the number of students involved and timing problem.  Bus stops 
will normally be established at least 1 km apart. 
 
Bus routes and schedules will be designed to try and ensure that students will not arrive earlier than 20 minutes 
before classes begin and depart no later than 30 minutes after classes finish. 
 
The school district will attempt to accommodate student riders on normally scheduled bus routes in the following 
descending order or priority: 
 

 Eligible Riders 
- A catchment area student who lives outside the neighborhood school walk limits. 
- A student assigned by the board to the school. 

 
 Courtesy Riders 

- A student attending a program of choice who lives outside the walk limits. 
- A catchment area student living within the neighborhood school walk limits. 
- A student attending a school of choice. 

No persons other than students and authorized supervisory staff, volunteers or parents during an orientation ride 
are allowed to ride district school buses. 
 
In the event that school buses are involved in situations that may result in schedule delays or cause potential 
danger to students (e.g. weather/road conditions, accidents, other road blockage), the driver will immediately 
notify the transportation supervisor (or alternate) who will notify all affected schools. 
 
Transportation of Students with Special Needs 
 
Special transportation services, including home to school service may be provided for students with disabilities 
living within the walk limits. 
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Mission Public Schools – Policy #18 Transportation 

Policy #18 

The specific service provided shall be determined by the degree of student disability. 
 
Applicants for special transportation services should make arrangements with the director of instruction (student 
services). 
 
Transportation Assistance Allowance 
 
Parents may apply for transportation assistance allowance if their children are eligible for transportation services 
but the board has determined that establishing bus service is neither economical or practical. 
 
All transportation assistance allowance agreements terminate at the end of the school year, and new applications 
must be submitted for the new school year. 
 
Transportation assistance allowance payments will be terminated should the applicant become ineligible.  
Transportation assistance allowance will be based upon the distance determined by the school district. 
 
When the school district provides a transportation assistance allowance for regular home to school travel in lieu of 
providing school bus service, the full responsibility for safe transportation and insurance coverage rests with the 
vehicle owner. 
 
Code of Conduct 
 
The school-wide student conduct standards established in accordance with the Student Conduct Standards and 
Behaviour Management Administrative Procedure #114 will apply to student conduct while riding on school district 
buses. 
 
Emergency Procedures 
 
The district shall provide instruction on safe boarding, riding, exiting and emergency procedures to school children 
transported by school bus. 
 
Road and Weather Conditions 
 
The decision to cancel or modify some or all of the regularly scheduled bus routes will be made in accordance 
with the Temporary School Classroom Closure Administrative Procedure #317. 
 
Community / Non School Use of Buses 
 
The district’s school buses are not available for rental by community groups. 
 
Transportation Requests 
 
Effective September 2009, all students requesting bus transportation are required to complete a Student 
Transportation Request form and submit it to their school for approval by the Transportation Department. 
 
Bus Transportation Fees 
 
The Board of Education approved the implementation of a user pay system for all ‘courtesy riders’ in May 2009, 
effective September 2009.  The fees are outlined in the Bus Fee Schedule. 
 
 
Date of Board Approval:  September 2008 
Revised:  January 2011 
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Mission Public Schools – Policy #18 Transportation 

Policy #18 

 
 
Definition: 

 Transportation Services for students living beyond walk limits means elementary students residing more 
than 4 km (2.5 miles) and secondary and middle school students residing more than 4.8 km (3 miles) from 
a school by the nearest passable road. 

 
Cross Reference: Catchment Areas, Cross Boundary Applications and Programs of Choice Policy #17 
 District Code of Conduct Policy #19 
 Field Trips Administrative Procedure #209 
 Student Conduct Standards and Behaviour Management Administrative Procedure #114 
 Temporary School Classroom Closure Administrative Procedure #317 
      Respectful Schools Administrative Procedure #111 
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Board of Education Meeting (Public) – April 4, 2017        Page 1 

Committee of the Whole Meeting (open to the public) 

Committee of the Whole Meeting 
April 4, 2017 3:30 pm 
District Education Office, 33046 – 4th Avenue, Mission, BC 
 
Members Present: Staff Present: 
Acting Chair Tracy Loffler Superintendent Angus Wilson (part) 
Trustee Randy Cairns  Secretary Treasurer Corien Becker 
Trustee Shelley Carter Assistant Superintendent Larry Jepsen 
Trustee Jim Taylor  Director of Student Services Carolynn Schmor 
    District Principal, Innovation and Technology Colleen Hannah 
    Executive Assistant Tracy Orobko (Recorder) 

Absent:   
Committee Chair, Rick McKamey 

Partner Groups Present: 
CUPE: President, George Forsythe and Faye Howell  
DPAC: Laura Wilson 
MTU: President, Amber Chung 
PVPA: President, Brian Barber (part) 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

Trustee Loffler expressed regrets on behalf of Trustee McKamey who was unable to attend the 
meeting. 

The meeting was called to order at 3:34 pm by the Acting Chairperson. The Chair acknowledged the 
meeting was being held on Stó:lō Territory. There are four First Nation Bands within the boundaries of 
the Mission School District: Leq:a’mel, Sq’èwlets, Kwantlen, and Matsqui First Nations. 

2. Adoption of Agenda 

Two Additions: 

6.1 New Business: Staffing Update (A. Chung) 
6.2 New Business: Special Committee of the Whole meeting date regarding Stave Falls Elementary 

MOVED and Seconded that the Agenda be adopted as amended. 
CARRIED 

3. Delegations/Presentations 

It was reported that Principal, Fraserview Learning Centre, Kevin Watrin, and Executive Director, Diana 
Muntigl (Lifetime Learning), made an outstanding presentation at last week’s Columbia Institute 
Conference in Vancouver as guest of Trustee Randy Cairns. It was proposed to invite them to present 
their information to an upcoming Committee of the Whole meeting. 

4. Unfinished Business 

4.1 Draft Physical Restraint and Seclusion Policy 

The Director of Student Services provided an update on recent revisions.  
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Board of Education Meeting (Public) – April 4, 2017        Page 2 

Committee of the Whole Meeting (open to the public) 

Discussion ensued on administrative procedures and appropriate paperwork regarding incidents. The 
Director of Student Services indicated there will be a formal rollout to Staff.  

MOVED and seconded that the amended Physical Restraint and Seclusion policy be reviewed 
and forwarded to the April 2017 Regular Board meeting for approval in principle. 
CARRIED 

4.2 Draft Recruitment and Hiring Policy 

The Superintendent provided an update on revisions made highlighting the importance of expediting 
summer recruitment to fill vacancies for September, as well as ensuring aboriginal staff involvement. 

MOVED and Seconded that the draft Recruitment and Hiring policy be forwarded to the April 
2017 Board meeting for consideration. 
CARRIED 

5. Staff Reports 

5.1 Draft IT Strategic Plan 2017 - 2020 

The District Principal, Innovation and Technology introduced the IT Strategic Plan and the work leading 
up to the review. The ultimate goal is to use technology at all district levels. Staff is considering effective 
tools to move forward leveraging technology and software.  

The posting for the IT Manager position was issued. 

Question: Is there any differing needs that have to be looked at for the two rural schools?  

Response: There should not be anything at all. The challenging issues before were with the PLN 
network. It has been much more stable since using Next Gen network. 

Further work:  
 Developing policy and procedure creating a digital environment for students; 
 Strengthening WiFi ability; 

The Assistant Superintendent joined the meeting at 4:32 pm. 

Administrative procedures regarding technology will be developed in due course. 

The Secretary Treasurer will prepare a report with costs and estimates of timelines for an upcoming 
public Board meeting. It was agreed to bring it forward for approval in principle and out to public on the 
website for 30 days. 

MOVED and Seconded that the IT Strategic Plan 2017-2020 be brought to the April Public Board 
Meeting for consideration and approval in principle. 
CARRIED 

6. New Business 

Principal, Brian Barber joined the meeting at 4:40 pm. 
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Board of Education Meeting (Public) – April 4, 2017        Page 3 

Committee of the Whole Meeting (open to the public) 

Staffing Update – MTU President, Amber Chung 

The MTU President requested an update on staffing for next year.  

 The district has hired retired principal, Brian Tucker on a part-time contract until the end of 
school year to assist with teacher recruitment; 

 Class size/compensation – ongoing; placement/allotment of portables are a work in progress; 
 First round of postings – April 15; 
 Staffing meetings start in April; 

The district is at risk of losing staff with surrounding districts recruiting specialist positions as well. More 
detailed information will be presented during budget deliberations. 

Special Committee of the Whole Meeting Date - June 6, 2017  

The Superintendent will be inviting the Stave Falls Community Association along with other interested 
parties.  

Budget Proposed Meeting dates: May 8 – 12 (three days @ 3:30 – 6pm); May 29 – June 2 (two days). 

June 20: Final Budget Bylaw to the Board. 
 
7. Minutes of Previous Meetings 

MOVED and Seconded that the Committee of the Whole Meeting Minutes dated March 7, 2017 be 
approved as presented. 
CARRIED 

8. Information Items 

8.1 Curriculum Update 

The Assistant Superintendent provided a core competency update and upcoming events including the 
trip to Chilliwack on April 12th for in-service on Numeracy/Literacy Jump Math. 

GEAC has not been as active this year due to the Supreme Court Ruling in November. 

Counselors and Youth workers did a suicide prevention risk assessment training with the START team 
from Fraser Health.  

8.2 February 2012 – 2017 Enrolment Charts 

Provided in the Agenda for information. 

8.3 District Parent Advisory Council  

May 3, 2017 @ 7:00 pm: Calm, Alert and Learning. 
Location: Clarke Theatre 

The annual executive election will be held in May. 
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Board of Education Meeting (Public) – April 4, 2017        Page 4 

Committee of the Whole Meeting (open to the public) 

 
9. Adjournment 

Moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting. 
CARRIED 

The meeting adjourned at 5:15 pm. 

 

 
 ________________________ 

 Chairperson  
 
 
 

________________________   
            Secretary Treasurer 
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