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From the Board of Education.... 
 
 
 
The intent of the Mission Public Schoolsô 2010/11 Achievement Contract is to focus district 
attention on improving student achievement. 
 
Our Achievement Contract is a plan of 
action that will support student 
achievement in our district. 
 
The efforts of a dedicated and caring 
staff, hardworking students, strong 
school and district leadership, combined 
with effective community partnerships to 
improve school completion rates and 
create success for all students. 
 
We believe that by working together to 
meet the goals of this Achievement 
Contract, Mission Public Schools will 
continue to inspire a passion for 
learning both now and in the future. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Goals 2011-2012 
 
The Board of Education will: 
 
Á Demonstrate ethically-based, transparent and inclusive decision making that supports 

innovation, creates opportunity and ensures success for all students. 
 
Á Promote two-way communication with individuals and groups in the community that 

builds trust and reflects the values diversity, integrity and respect.

Board of Education 
Karen Petty, Randy Cairns, Carol Hamilton 

Pam Alexis, Cindy Miller 
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Schools Context 

District Context 

Improving student success is the top priority for Mission Public Schools and the Ministry of 
Education.  The intent of the Mission Public Schoolsô Achievement Contract is to focus district 
attention and resources on improving student achievement. 
 
The primary purpose of this document is to describe Mission Public Schoolsô annual goals, 
describe our objectives and rationale, specific data and most importantly to outline actions that 
will support student achievement in our district. 
 
It is important to remember that the process of setting goals is not new to educators, but 
determining explicit targets, represented in percentages, is relatively new to public school 
districts in British Columbia.  

 
We have worked hard to set three year 
goals with specific targets, understanding 
that compilation of data is relatively new; 
therefore trends and patterns are not as 
evident as we would like. 
 
It is critical we realize that these targets 
can and should be adjusted, if future data 
describes the need.  
 
This plan outlines Mission Public Schoolsô 
commitment to supporting the priorities 
and purpose of the accountability 
framework of the Ministry of Education. 
 
 

 
 
 

Mission is located on a southern coastal mountain slope overlooking the Fraser River only a 20 
minute drive north from the Canada/US border, and approximately 70 kilometres east of the City 
of Vancouver.  Mission is home to British Columbiaôs oldest known First Nationsô archaeological 
site; Xa:ytem. 
 

 
 
 

The school districtôs 6139 students attend: 
Á 12  Elementary Schools 
Á   3  Secondary Schools 
Á   1  Trades, Training and Technical Centre (Riverside College) 
Á   1  Distributed Learning Centre (Summit Learning Centre) 
Á   4  Provincial Preschool Programs (StrongStart) 
Á   1  Provincial Rural Outreach Preschool Program (StrongStart) serving three additional  
            communities. 
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Community Demographics 

Unique Characteristics 

 
 

 
 

 
Mission Public Schools serves a population of 35,125 (census 2006). Approximately 15% of the 
families do not have English as their first language and 7% are Aboriginal.  However, Aboriginal 
students currently account for 13% of our school aged population.  In the Mission District 50% of 
our families have children at home and 16% of those are single parent families. 
 
Mission Public Schools and its Board of Education acknowledges and honours that our school 
district lies within Sto:lo Territory, specifically the traditional territories of the following First 
Nation communities: Å Leqôa: mel First Nation Å Kwantlen First Nation Å Matsqui First Nation Å 
Scowlitz First Nation.   
 

 
 
 

Our schools provide studentsô opportunities in comprehensive schools that offer a full spectrum 
of academic and career preparation programs.  At the elementary level students continue to 
have opportunities to be immersed in all 
subject areas, with some specialized 
courses in liberal arts.   
 
These are followed up at the secondary 
level with a breadth of specialized courses 
in liberal arts and science education, as 
well as providing other paths to graduation 
for a diverse set of learners. 
  

Mission Public Schools Profile 
 

Student enrolment is 6139 full time equivalent students plus 108 International students in 17 schools.  
The district employs 575 full time equivalent teachers, administrators and support staff.  It enrols the 
following full time equivalent students; 
 

3391 Elementary 636  Students with Special Needs 

2403 Secondary 135 English as a Second Language 

178  Riverside College 156 English as a Second Dialect 

167 Summit  Learning Centre ï Distributed Learning 116 Career Education 

913 Aboriginal  22 Adult Students 

457 French Immersion 6 Secondary School Apprenticeship 
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New Opportunities For Learning  
 

Vision 2020  
After extensive community consultation a school configuration plan has been adopted by the 
Board of Education that will allow for: 

 Increased access to quality programs that encourage career exploration and prepare 

students for post-secondary success 

 Increased opportunities for early learning 

 Minimizing the use of government funding for new construction/renovations of existing 

facilities 

 Maximizing success/completion rates for our vulnerable students 

 Increasing learning opportunities for students, staff and community 

 Increasing the opportunities for the further integration of services that support child and 

family development in school and neighbourhoods 

 Maximizing the use of government funding to support students learning 

 Increasing the use of flexible learning spaces. 

 
Vision 2020 will provide a structure which includes Kindergarten to Grade 6 in our existing 
elementary schools creating room for Full Day Kindergarten and the possibility of having three 
and four year old programs in the future.  Moving grade sevens to our existing secondary school 
will allow for the creation of middle schools (a school within a school for Grades 7 to 9).  The 
middle school model will facilitate for integrated student experiences in English, mathematics, 
social studies and science and an exploration of elective opportunities through multidisciplinary 
teacher teams.  Grade 10 to 12 will continue to focus on the Ministry Graduate program leading 
students to high school graduation and transition for post-secondary opportunities. 
 
Middle School Initiative 
Mission will move towards full implementation of middle schools at all of our secondary schools 
in 2011/12. 2010 was the first year of the implementation with Grade 8ôs working in pods or 
teams with fewer teacher contacts and more integration of subjects. 
 
Middle school pods will have several new Aboriginal literacy resources targeted for their age 
group available at each site for both class novel studies and literature circles. 
 
Throughout the year on-going conversations with our staff sharing draft timetables, possible 
exploratory courses, structures for support examined and questions and wonders shared freely. 
Ongoing communications with our partners has been implemented and processes for solid 
transition are in place. 
 
Student Services Review 
The Student Services Internal Review was completed in November 2010.   In the review the 
following overarching question was asked: ñWithin the current ministry funding formula, how do 
we provide the best service delivery model in our schools to support students with special 
needs?ò  Along with this question, the following three specific questions were asked at focus 
group meetings, school visits and survey questions: 
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1. What is working well with our current support? 
2. What challenges do we face with our current support? 
3. What needs to be improved or changed? 
 

The information and data gathered was studied and analyzed by the Student Services Advisory 
Committee.  A report of recommendations was presented to the Board in January 2011.  The 
Board asked the Student Services department to present a framework for the implementation of 
the recommendations arising from the Student Services Internal Review.  The framework 
outlined the recommendations under the following four headings: one, Differentiated Instruction, 
two, Educatorsô Qualifications, three, Communication and four, Family Support Group.  In April 
2011, the Board supported the detailed implementation plan for the Student Services Internal 
Review. 
 
Support Plan for Children in Continuing Care 
In December and June of each school year, schools submit a report to the district identifying the 
children in Continuing Care with Ministry of Children and Family Development.  The report 
identifies the support plan to ensure that every school in the district has an individual staff 
member to oversee the educational plan of children in care.  Each plan tries to link educators, 
child welfare workers and caregivers/parents to create strategies together to support and 
monitor children in care. 
 
New Service Delivery Model for Student Support- Case Managers  
A case manager in each school will manage the Individual Education Plans (IEP) of all 
designated students to facilitate consistency, quality and currency.   For most students the case 
manager will be the learning assistance teacher or the learning support teacher.  Students who 
have behavior challenges will be case managed by district or school counselors.   The case 
manager will ensure that the goals and objectives in IEPs reflect the studentôs funding category.  
Also, the case manager will ensure that additional supports are being delivered to meet the 
studentôs individual needs.  At the end of each school year the case manager will complete the 
annual district criteria form for each identified low incidence student to ensure that the student is 
continuing to meet the ministry of educationôs criteria for designation. 
 
Full Day Kindergarten Program 
This year all kindergarten programs will be full time. We continue to be excited about the 
opportunity of having all of our five year olds attend full day. The feedback from teachers 
regarding the positive development they have seen in the students is encouraging. We have 
built in opportunities for continued conversation about play based curriculum, outdoor play and 
the development of the whole child. Aboriginal levelled readers, books and teacher resources 
have also been provided to all Full Day Kindergarten classes to ensure Aboriginal presence in 
the classroom.   Ongoing support will continue to be provided for StrongStart, Kindergarten, and 
Primary students as we work towards a more seamless curriculum. 
 
Halqemeylem Language Program  
We have recently completed a short term language project with two Full Day Kindergarten 
classes and will continue to work on securing a full year language project for 2011-2012.  To 
ensure the success of an Indigenous Language program in Mission Public Schools, we will be 
working with partner groups to implement and continue to provide a basis for language 
preservation and First Nations language opportunities.   
Early Learning Centres  
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École Mission Central and Albert McMahon Elementary Schools are part of a three year, 0-8 
Early Learning Pilot Project.  The vision for the centres is working towards practices unique to 
their school communities that are creating a seamless blend of learning and caring for all young 
children 0-8 and their families.  We are working with a variety of agencies in the community, as 
well as Coquitlam School District, and two researchers Jane Bertrand and Jane Beach. 
 
Elementary Summer Learning Opportunities 
There is an opportunity for our most vulnerable Grade 3 to Grade 6 students to attend a 
summer camp.  This camp emphasizes physical and emotional/social well-being, literary/fine 
arts skills, and attitudes and will have an Aboriginal cultural focus.  Students receive breakfast 
and lunch and are given a backpack full of school supplies and books.  Students are selected by 
their teachers as those who would most benefit from this program. 
 
Settlement Worker in Schools Program Initiative ï (SWIS) 
We have completed the third year of the BC Settlement Worker in School Program initiative.  
The settlement worker in our district assists newcomer immigrant children and their families with 
their adaptations in schools and the community.  Along with supporting our new immigrant 
students in schools, the settlement worker provides families with information and support in the 
following areas: housing, legal issues, English as a second language, immigration matters, 
mental health - counselling, employment, family relations, post-secondary education and the 
school system.  Throughout the year, the settlement worker facilitates workshops and fieldtrips 
on the following topics: Aboriginal awareness, cross-culture communication, Mission Library and 
Museum, family storytelling, cultural adaptation, multicultural connection to the community, 
literacy, parenting skills and healthy cooking among others.  The program has also funded some 
elementary students to attend summer camps.  This summer we are planning to provide the 
same opportunity for a summer camp to ten Middle School students who are either second 
generation Canadians or newcomers.   
 
Community Resiliency 
Mission Public Schools has provided professional learning opportunities to administrators and 
staff by providing ongoing research and dialogue in the area of poverty and its effects on 
children and families through Ruby Payneôs research of the impact of how the lack of financial, 
emotional, mental and physical resources impacts studentsô emotional, social and academic 
learning opportunities. We will continue the conversations at our school and district level.
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Graduate Profile Vision 
 
 
 

Mission Public Schools is an adaptive, forward-thinking public school district dedicated to inspiring a 
passion for learning within all of our students.  Our highly skilled employees are motivated by a deep 
and unwavering commitment to improving the life chances of every child. The achievement of our 
core purpose is driven by the desire to develop and maintain ethically-based, inclusive and 
collaborative processes for decision making and program implementation. Students who graduate 
from Mission Public Schools will be able to demonstrate the following characteristics: 
 
Seeks Knowledge and Understanding 
Á Initiates own learning 
Á Has a foundation in core academic areas 
Á Knows of and appreciates the arts and humanities 
Á Uses effective learning techniques to acquire and apply knowledge 
Á Applies numerical reasoning strategies to problems 
Á Understands world issues and current events 
Á Takes intellectual risks in learning 
Á Exhibits enthusiasm for learning in life 

 
Thinks Critically and Solves Problems 
Á Defines problems, hypothesizes, and becomes actively involved in creative problem solving 
Á Organizes and processes information productively 
Á Generates new ideas 
Á Analyzes and adapts to changing environments 
Á Makes decisions based on facts 

 
Listens and Communicates Effectively 
Á Exchanges ideas and information in writing, verbally, and visually 
Á Listens reflectively 

 
Uses Technology as a Tool 
Á Selects appropriate tools and procedures to accomplish tasks and create products 
Á Uses technology to access, analyze, organize, and process information 
Á Consistently applies technical reasoning skills 

 
Interacts Effectively with Others 
Á Develops and maintains positive relationships with others 
Á Works successfully in teams 
Á Leads by communicating ideas and motivating others 
Á Works collaboratively with persons of different beliefs, interests and 

backgrounds to build consensus 
Á Plans and acts as a systems thinker 
Á Knows and appreciates cultural and linguistic diversity 

 
Exhibits Strong Personal Qualities 
Á Demonstrates initiative and perseverance 
Á Identifies personal goals 
Á Accepts responsibility for his/her own actions 
Á Maintains wellness and balance in life 
Á Recognizes and responds to societal needs 
Á Values and participates in the democratic process 
Á Has an interest in issues of social justice and equity 



Connect Communicate Consult  

 

 8 

 

District & School Connections, Communications & Consultation 
 
 
 

 
Mission Public Schools is dedicated to inspiring a passion for learning and developing the 
attitudes, skills and knowledge that will enable all students to maximize their potential as 
positive, responsible participants in our democratic society and the global community. 
 
Efforts to improve student achievement are enhanced through a common vision, shared goals, 
effective use of resources and coherence between district and school priorities.  In this way, the 
Districtôs Achievement Contract reflects the needs of the schools and the Boardôs annual 
planning and monitoring strategy has been developed based upon school priorities for 
improving student achievement (see Appendix A). 
 
Since the inception of Achievement Contracts, Mission 
Public Schools has ensured the voice of Aboriginal 
Student success through the inclusion of Aboriginal data 
analysis and targets of achievement.  
 
The Aboriginal Education Department is an integral part 
of the infrastructure that develops and reviews the 
Achievement Contract annually along with the School 
Growth plans to ensure there is alignment with the vision 
for Aboriginal student achievement as reflected in the 
Enhancement Agreement. 
 
Support from district staff is provided to assist schools in collecting and analyzing data, and 
developing goals and objectives to address the gap between expected and actual student 
achievement.  
 
 A District Assessment Handbook and annual assessment schedule (see Appendix B) has been 
developed to identify common data points for collection by all schools in the district.  Data is 
collected and analyzed to identify areas of strength and weakness.  Data is broken out by 
school and by specific groups where available, District and School Data reports have been 

developed to provide a template of district and school data 
for schools and School Planning Councils to use.   
 
All schools have an overview of the allocation of staff and 
resources as outlined by the School District.  This 
allocation is expected to be shared with staffs and School 
Planning Councils so that a deeper understanding is 
gained by all involved.  Staff Development and resource 
funds are allocated on an FTE basis with the 
understanding that the funds will support individual school 
goals.   
 
Mission Public Schools provides opportunities for dialogue 

and communication with the District Parent Advisory Council and the Superintendentôs Council 
which meet monthly.   
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The Achievement Contract is reviewed through Education Committee which includes 
representation from the Mission Teacherôs Union, Canadian Union of Public Employees, District 
Parent Advisory Council, Directors of Instruction, Superintendent, Deputy Superintendent and 
Board of Education Trustees. 
 
After the plan has been formally reviewed by Education Committee, and edits or adjustments 
made, it is formally presented to the Board of Education in June.  After acceptance by the Board 
of Education, the Achievement Contract is formally presented to partner groups and published 
on the districtôs website. 
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School Planning Cycle 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 

ÅWinter ÅSpring 

 

ÅFall 

 

ÅSummer 

 All district assessment data to  

  SBO* by June 
 Provincial Exams Results     

  10-12 
 Grade 11-12 math completion  

  data 
 District Assessment (K-2)  

  DRA* 
 

 

 

 

 Review Data - classroom,  

  school data, satisfaction  
  survey, FSA*, Provincial Data 
 Review with SPC* allocation of 

  staff development resources,  
  education services and  
  programs in schools 
 Review  with SPC* the SGP*  

  and align with Achievement    
  Contract. 
 
 

 

 Develop  Draft  SGP* 

 Submit Draft SGP* to district  

  February 
 Provincial exams Grade  

  10 -12 
 FSA* Grade 4 and 7 

 
 

 Final SGP* Submission April 

 District Assessments  (Grade  

  1-9) - DART*, GNAP* and 
  Write 
 Complete Satisfaction Survey 

 
 

*SBO   School Board Office 
*SGP   School Growth Plan 
*SPC   School Planning Council 
*DRA   Developmental Reading Assessment 
*FSA   Foundation Skills Assessment 
*DART   District Assessment Reading Team 
*GNAP   Grade (5-8) Numeracy Assessment Project 
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District Planning Cycle 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ÅWinter ÅSpring 

 

ÅFall 

 

ÅSummer 

 Achievement and Community 

  Literacy Contracts Submitted to 
  Education Committee and   
  Board of Education for approval   
  in June. 
 Achievment and  Community 

  Literacy Contract to Ministry of  
  Education July 15th. 
 

 Share Achievement Contract  

  with school staffs. 

 Review Data - Satisfaction  

  Survey, District Assessments, 
  Provincial Data 
 

 
 
 

 Review, update  and revise  

  Achievement Contract 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Feedback on SGP, March 

 SGP* to Education Committee 

 SGP to Board of Edcuation for  

  approval 
 Revise and alter Achievement  

  Contract 
 Complete Achievment Contract 

  with SGP's. 

* SGP  School Growth Plan 
* SPC School Planning Council 
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Area of Focus Status Page  
 

Literacy ï K - Gr. 2 
 
District Reading Assessment of Grade 1  Needs Attention   15 
District Reading Assessment of Grade 2  Needs Attention   16 
 
Literacy ï Gr. 3 - Gr. 6 
 
District Reading Assessment of Grade 3  Continued Progress   17 
FSA Reading Results for Grade 4   Needs Attention   18 
District Reading Assessment of Grade 6  Continued Progress   19 
District Writing Assessment of Grade 3  Continued Progress   20 
FSA Writing Results for Grade 4   Needs Attention   21 
District Writing Assessment of Grade 6  Continued Progress   22 
 
Literacy - Gr. 7 - Gr. 12  
 
FSA Reading Results for Grade 7   Needs Attention   23 
District Reading Assessment of Grade 9  Needs Attention   24 
FSA Writing Results for Grade 7   Needs Attention   25 
District Writing Assessment of Grade 9  Continued Progress   26 
Achievement Rates for Grade 10 English  Continued Progress   27 
 
Numeracy  
 
FSA Numeracy Results for Grade 4   Needs Attention   31  
District Numeracy Assessment of Grade 5  Continued Progress   32 
FSA Numeracy Results for Grade 7   Needs Attention   33 
District Numeracy Assessment of Grade 8  Continued Progress    34 
Participation Rates for Principles and Applications Needs Attention   35 
of Grade 10 Math      
Participation Rates for Principles and  Needs Attention   36 
Applications of Grade 11 Math    
 
Graduation and Completion 
 
All Students: 
Transition Rates Grades 7-9    Continued Progress   41 
Transition Rates Grades 9-12   Needs Attention   41 
Completion Rates     Needs Attention   42 
 

Aboriginal: 
Transition Rates Grades 7-9    Continued Progress   43 
Transition Rates Grades 9-12   Needs Attention   43 
Completion Rates     Needs Attention   44 
 

Behaviour Disabilities: 
Transition Rates Grades 6-12   Continued Progress   45 
Completion Rates     Needs Attention   46 
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District Goal Overview 
Goal 1 Literacy 

Goal 2 Numeracy 
and Mathematics 

Goal 3 Completion 
and Transitions 

 
 
The targets have been set 
over a 3 year period; with the 
understanding that it may take 
longer to attain the target. 
 
 
2011-2012 will be the first 
year of the new three year 
cycle for Mission Public 
Schools Achievement 
Contract.  Over the past three 
years there have been areas 
that have continued to show 
growth: 
 

     
V Gr 3 DART   Consistently Strong  V Gr 5 Numeracy Consistently Strong 
V Gr 3 Writing Consistently Strong  V Gr 7 - 9 Transition Consistently Strong 
V Gr 9 Writing Consistently Strong  V Six Year Dogwood  

    Completion 
Steady Progress 

            
Goal 1: Literacy 
 
Improve the Literacy skills of all our students 
 
Objective 1: Improve the literacy skills of students in Kindergarten to Grade 2. 
Objective 2: Improve the literacy skills of students in Grades 3 to 6. 
Objective 3: Improve the literacy skills of students in Grades 7 to 12. 
 
 
Goal 2: Numeracy & Mathematics 
 
Improve the Numeracy and Mathematic skills of all our students 
 
Objective 1: Improve Numeracy and Mathematic skills of Kindergarten to Grade 6 students. 
Objective 2: Improve Numeracy and Mathematic skills of students in Grades 7 to 12. 
  
 

Goal 3: Completion & Transitions 
 
Improve School Graduation and Completion Rates 
 

Objective 1: Improve school graduation and completion rates for All Students. 
Objective 2: Improve school graduation rates for Aboriginal Students. 
Objective 3: Improve school graduation and completion rates for students with Behaviour  
         Disabilities. 
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Literacy  
 

 
Improve the Literacy skills of all our students 
 
Objective 1: Improve the reading and writing skills of students in Kindergarten to Grade 2. 
          
Objective 2: Improve the reading and writing skills of students in Grades 3 to 6. 
          
Objective 3: Improve the literacy skills of students in Grades 7 to 12. 
 
 
          
 
 
 
 
Rationale: 
Á Based on 2009/10 Foundation Skills Assessment (FSA) results, there is a need to 

continue to focus on achievement of students with Learning Challenges. 
Á Based on 2009/10 FSA there is a need to continue to focus on reading and writing in 

order to see continued improvement in these areas with a specific focus on Aboriginal 
and male students. 

Á With an increased focus on oral language in the English Language Arts Integrated 
Resource Package, combined with observations from speech pathologists and early 
learning teachers, this area needs to be a focus throughout the grades. 

Á Analysis of district assessments and FSA results indicate that there is a need to continue 
to focus on the achievement of all male students in reading and writing (see Appendix 
C). 

Á 12 of 12 elementary schools have literacy as a goal. 
Á 3 of 3 secondary schools have literacy as a goal. 
Á Summit Learning Centre and Riverside College have literacy as a goal. 
Á It is understood that individual School Growth Plans would include additional classroom 

and school based data to ensure a more complete picture of student growth. 
Á It is important to note the sample sizes of Aboriginal students are relatively small in each 

grade level. 
 
Performance Indicators/Evidence 
 
Improve Student Reading Skills 
Á District Primary DART K - 2 
Á District Reading Assessment Grades 3 - 5 
Á FSA results Grades 4 and 7 
Á District Writing Assessment Grades 1 - 9 
Á Grade 10 Provincial Examination 
Á Grade 12 Provincial Dogwood completion 
Á Special Needs Report 2006/07 - 2010/11, ñHow are we doing?ò 
Á Aboriginal Report 2005/06 ï 2009/10, ñHow are we doing?ò 

ñThe ultimate goal of the literacy program is to enable students to learn how satisfying 
reading and writing can be and to establish lifelong reading and writing habitsò. 
(Guiding Readers and Writers, 2001) 
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Goal 1 - Objective 1.1   Improve the Reading skills of Grade 1 students 

 

Target 85% 

 
 
 

Results 2009/10  
73% of our Grade 1 students Meet or Exceed Expectations. 
 
Aboriginal Students Results 2009/10  
66% of our Grade 1 Aboriginal students Meet or Exceed Expectations. 
 
Target 2013/14 
We will continue to move towards having 85% of all Grade 1 students Meet or Exceed 
Expectations over the next three years. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grade 1 Primary DART Assessment 
Reading Assessment 

  Meet or Exceed Expectations 
 

 
The first bar graph is the average of data for 2004-2009. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 
 
 

                                                 
Performance Indicators/Evidence 
District Developmental Reading Assessment ï See Appendix D 

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

2004-
2009

2009-
2010

All Students

Aboriginal

Grade 1 District Primary DART 
Assessment Meet or Exceed Expectations 

Year All Students Aboriginal 

2004-2009 
5 year average 

71% 56% 

2009-2010 73% 66% 

2010-2011 
2010-2011 data will be updated 
at the end of June 2011 

ñQuality reading instruction in the primary grades is the single best 
defence against reader failure, overcoming even the effect of 
childhood poverty.ò 

Snow & Burns (1998) 

Comments: 
Á This year all of our schools will implement Full Day Kindergarten. 
Á We will continue to focus on early intervention strategies in all our elementary schools. 
Á We are continuing to implement district supports to build on the learning for Aboriginal Kindergarten.  



Literacy Targets and Achievement  

  

 16 

 

Goal 1 - Objective 1.2   Improve the Reading skills of Grade 2 students 

 

 
 

 
Results 2009/10  
75% of our Grade 2 students Meet or Exceed Expectations.  
 
Aboriginal Students Results 2009/10 
52% of our Grade 2 Aboriginal students Meet or Exceed Expectations. 
 
Target 2013/14 
We will continue to move towards having 85% of all Grade 2 students 
Meet or Exceed Expectations over the next three years. 
 
 
 
 

Grade 2 Primary DART Assessment 
Reading Assessment 

   Meet or Exceed Expectations 
 

 
 
The first bar graph is the average of data for 2004-2009. 

 
 
 
 
 
2 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
Performance Indicators/Evidence 
District Developmental Reading Assessment ï See Appendix D 

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

2004-
2009

2009-
2010

All Students

Aboriginal

Grade 2 District Primary DART 
Assessment Meet or Exceed Expectations 

Year All Students Aboriginal 
2004-2009 

5 year average 

81% 64% 

2009-2010 75% 52% 

2010-2011 
2010-2011 data will be updated 

at the end of June 2011 

Comments: 
Á We will continue to focus on early primary with an emphasis on oral language (Appendix D). 
Á We will continue to analyze and implement strategies that support our early Aboriginal learners. 

Target 85% 
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Goal 1 - Objective 2.1: Maintain or Improve the Reading skills of Grade 3 students 

 

 
 

 
Results 2009/10  
97% of our Grade 3 students Meet or Exceed Expectations. 
 
Aboriginal Students Results 2009/10  
93% of our Grade 3 Aboriginal students Meet or Exceed 
Expectations. 
 
Target 2013/14 
We will continue to move towards having 85% of all Grade 3 students 
Meet or Exceed Expectations over the next three years. 
 
 
 
 
  Grade 3 DART Reading Results 
  Meet or Exceed Expectations 
 

 
 
The first bar graph is the average of data for 2004-2009. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 

                                                 
Performance Indicators/Evidence 
District Assessment of Reading Team Gr.3 (DART) 
 

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

2004-2009 2010-2011

All Students

Aboriginal

Grade 3 DART Reading Results 
Meet or Exceed Expectations 

Year All Students Aboriginal 

2004-2009 
5 year average 

93% 83% 

2009-2010 97% 93% 

2010-2011 
2009-2010 data will be updated 

at the end of June 2011 

Comments: 
Á We are encouraged by our consistently strong results for All Students. 
Á We are encouraged by our continued positive trend for Aboriginal students and the reduction in 

the achievement gap. 

Target 85% 
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Goal 1 - Objective 2.2: Improve the Reading skills of Grade 4 students 
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All Students

Aboriginal

 
 

 
Results 2009/10      
68% of our Grade 4 students Meet or Exceed Expectations. 
    
Aboriginal Students Results 2009/10 
68% of our Grade 4 Aboriginal students Meet or Exceed Expectations. 
  
Target 2013/14 
We will continue to move toward having 85% of all Grade 4 students 
Meet or Exceed Expectations over the next three years. 
 
 
   Grade 4 FSA Reading Results 

Meet or Exceed Expectations 
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Performance Indicators/Evidence  
FSA results Grade 4 
 

District Gr.4 FSA Reading Results 
Meet or Exceed Expectations 

Year 
All 

Students 
Aboriginal 

Performance 
Level Unknown 

2007-2008 70% 57% 9% 

2008-2009 66% 46% 13% 

2009-2010 68% 68% 10% 

2010-2011 
2010-2011 data will be updated 

in September 2011 

Comments: 
Á We are encouraged by our current year Aboriginal student results. 
Á The FSA examination format was changed in 2007-2008.  The assessment took place in February 

(mid-year) and technology was utilized for the first time. 
Á We are still concerned about the participation rate and will continue to encourage all students to 

participate. 

Target 85% 
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Goal 1 - Objective 2.3: Maintain and Improve the Reading skills of Grade 6 students 

 
 
Results 2009/10  
97% of our Grade 6 students Meet or Exceed Expectations. 
 
Aboriginal Students Results 2009/10  
93% of our Grade 6 Aboriginal students Meet or Exceed Expectations. 
 
Target 2013/14 
We will continue to move towards having 85% of all  
Grade 6 students Meet or Exceed Expectations over the next three years. 
 
 
 
  Grade 6 DART Reading Results 
  Meet or Exceed Expectations 
 

 
The first bar graph is the average of data for 2004-2009. 
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Performance Indicators/Evidence 
District Assessment of Reading Team Gr.6 (DART) 
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Grade 6 DART Reading Results 
Meet or Exceed Expectations 

Year All Students Aboriginal 

2004-2009 
5 year average 

94% 83% 

2009-2010 97% 93% 

2010-2011 
2010-2011 data will be updated 

at the end of June 2011 

Comments: 

We are encouraged by our consistently strong results for All Students. 

We are encouraged by our continued positive trend for Aboriginal students and the reduction in the 
achievement gap. 

We are especially encouraged by our achievement in light of the latest research from Canadian Language 
& Literacy Research Network that states ñbetween 40% and 50% of Aboriginal children fail to meet the 
requirements of Grades 4, 7 and 10 literacy and numeracy tests.ò  
Canadian Language & Literacy Research Network 2009    http://www.cllrnet.ca/research 

Target 85% 



Literacy Targets and Achievement  
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Goal 1 - Objective 2.4: Maintain or Improve the Writing skills of Grade 3 students 

 

 
 

 
Results 2009/10  
94% of our Grade 3 students Meet or Exceed Expectations. 
 
Aboriginal Students Results 2009/10  
85% of our Grade 3 Aboriginal students Meet or Exceed Expectations. 
 
Target 2013/14 
We will continue to move towards having 85% of all Grade 3 students Meet or Exceed  
Expectations over the next three years. 
 
 
 
 
  Grade 3 District Writing Assessment Results 
  Meet or Exceed Expectations 
 

 
 
 
The first bar graph is the average of data for 2004-2009. 
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Performance Indicators/Evidence 
District-wide write Grade 3 using Performance Standards 
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Grade 3 District Writing Assessment Results 
Meet or Exceed Expectations 

Year All Students Aboriginal 

2004-2009 
5 year average 

91% 84% 

2009-2010 94% 85% 

2010-2011 
2010-2011 data will be updated 

at the end of June 2011 

Target 85% 

Comments: 
Á We are encouraged by our consistently strong results for All Students. 
Á We are encouraged by our continued positive trend for Aboriginal students and the trend in 

reducing the achievement gap between our Aboriginal Students and All Students. 
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Goal 1 - Objective 2.5: Maintain or Improve the Writing skills of Grade 4 students 

 

 
 
 

Results 2009/10      
68% of our Grade 4 students Meet or Exceed Expectations. 
   
Aboriginal Student Results 2009/10 
60% of our Grade 4 Aboriginal students Meet or Exceed 
Expectations. 
 
Target 2013/14 
We will continue to move towards having 85% of all Grade 4 students Meet or Exceed 
Expectations over the next three years. 
 
 
   Grade 4 FSA Writing Results 

Meet or Exceed Expectations 
 
 
 
 

District Gr.4 FSA Writing Results 
Meet or Exceed Expectations 

Year 
All 

Students 
Aboriginal 

Performance 
Level Unknown 

2007-2008 82% 74% 8% 

2008-2009 63% 42% 13% 

2009-2010 68% 60% 11% 

2010-2011 
2010-2011 data will be updated  

in September 2011 
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Performance Indicators/Evidence 
FSA results Grade 4 
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Comments: 
Á The FSA examination format was changed in 2007-2008.  The assessment took place in February 

(mid-year) and technology was utilized for the first time. 
Á We are still concerned about the participation rate and will continue to encourage all students to 

participate. 
Á  

Target 85% 



Literacy Targets and Achievement  
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Goal 1 - Objective 2.6: Maintain and Improve the Writing skills of Grade 6 students 

 

 
 
 

Results 2009/10  
90% of our Grade 6 students Meet or Exceed Expectations. 
 
Aboriginal Students Results 2009/10  
78% of our Grade 6 Aboriginal students Meet or Exceed Expectations. 
 
Target 2013/14 
We will continue to move towards having 85% of all Grade 6 students Meet or Exceed 
Expectations over the next three years. 
 
 
 
 
  Grade 6 District Writing Assessment Results 
  Meet or Exceed Expectations 
 

 
 
The first bar graph is the average of data for 2004-2009. 
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Performance Indicators/Evidence 
District-wide write Grade 6 using Performance Standards 
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Grade 6 District Writing Assessment Results 
Meet or Exceed Expectations 

Year All Students Aboriginal 

2004-2009 
5 year average 

90% 76% 

2009-2010 90% 78% 

2010-2011 
2010-2011 data will be updated 

at the end of June 2011 

Target 85% 

Comments: 
Á We are encouraged by our consistently strong results for All Students. 
Á We are encouraged by our continued positive trend for Aboriginal students and the trend in 

reducing the achievement gap between our Aboriginal Students and All Students. 
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Goal 1 - Objective 3.1: Improve the Reading skills of Grade 7 students 

 

 

 
 

Results 2009/10      
66% of our Grade 7 students Meet or Exceed Expectations. 
    
Aboriginal Students Results 2009/10 
57% of our Grade 7 Aboriginal students Meet or Exceed 
Expectations. 
 
Target 2013/14 
We will continue to move towards having 85% of all Grade 7 
students Meet or Exceed Expectations over the next three years. 
 
 
    
   Grade 7 FSA Reading Results 

Meet or Exceed Expectations 
 
 
 

    

    

 

District Gr.7 FSA Reading Results 
Meet or Exceed Expectations 

Year 
All 

Students 
Aboriginal 

Performance 
Level Unknown 

2007-2008 70% 57% 10% 

2008-2009 63% 45% 17% 

2009-2010 66% 57% 16% 

2010-2011 
2010-2011 data will be 

in September 2011 

 
 
 

    

    

 
 
 
 

   

    

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Performance Indicators/Evidence 
FSA results Grade 7 
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Comments: 
Á The FSA examination format was changed in 2007-2008.  The assessment took place in February 

(mid-year) and technology was utilized for the first time.   
Á We are still concerned about the participation rate and will continue to encourage all students to 

participate. 

 

Target 85% 
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Goal 1 - Objective 3.2: Improve the Reading skills of Grade 9 students 

 

 
 

Results 2009/10  
68% of our Grade 9 students Meet or Exceed Expectations. 
 
Aboriginal Students Results 2009/10  
56% of our Grade 9 Aboriginal students Meet or Exceed Expectations. 
 
Target 2013/14 
We will continue to move towards having 85% of all  
Grade 9 students Meet or Exceed Expectations over the next three years. 
 
 
 
 
   Grade 9 DART Reading Results 
   Meet or Exceed Expectations 
 
 

 
 
 
The first bar graph is the average of data for 2004-2009. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
Performance Indicators/Evidence 
District Assessment of Reading Team Gr.9 (DART)  
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Grade 9 DART Reading Results 
Meet or Exceed Expectations 

Year All Students Aboriginal 

2004-2009 
5 year average 

88% 81% 

2009-2010 68% 56% 

2010-2011 
2010-2011 data will be 

updated at the end of June 2011 

Target 85% 

Comments: 
Á We have noted the decline in the 2009-2010 results and will continue to monitor as this has not 

been the trend in Grade 9. 
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Goal 1 - Objective 3.3: Maintain or Improve the Writing skills of Grade 7 students 

 

 
 

Results 2009/10      
66% of our Grade 7 students Meet or Exceed Expectations.    
    
Aboriginal Student Results 2009/10 
48% of our Grade 7 Aboriginal students Meet or Exceed  
Expectations. 
 
Target 2013/14 
We will continue to move towards having 85% of all Grade 7 students Meet or Exceed 
Expectations over the next three years. 
 
 
 
   Grade 7 FSA Writing Results 

Meet or Exceed Expectations 
 
 
 

    

    

 

District Gr.7 FSA Writing Results 
Meet or Exceed Expectations 

Year 
All 

Students 
Aboriginal 

Performance 
Level Unknown 

2007-2008 69% 51% 10% 

2008-2009 63% 51% 19% 

2009-2010 66% 48% 17% 

2010-2011 
2010-2011 data will be updated 

in September 2011 
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Performance Indicators/Evidence 
 FSA results Grade 7 
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Comments: 
Á The FSA examination format was changed in 2007-2008.  The assessment took place in February 

(mid-year) and technology was utilized for the first time. 
Á We are still concerned about the participation rate and will continue to encourage all students to 

participate. 
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Goal 1 - Objective 3.4: Maintain or Improve the Writing skills of Grade 9 students 

 

 

 

 
Results 2009/10  
90% of our Grade 9 students Meet or Exceed Expectations. 
 
Aboriginal Students Results 2009/10  
85% of our Grade 9 Aboriginal students Meet or Exceed Expectations. 
 
Target 2013/14 
Our target over the next three years is to continue to having 85% of all Grade 9 
 students Meet or Exceed Expectations. 
 
 
 
 
  Grade 9 District Writing Assessment Results 
  Meet or Exceed Expectations 
 

 
The first bar graph is the average of data for 2004-2009.. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
10

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
Performance Indicators/Evidence 
District-wide write Grade 9 using Performance Standards 
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Grade 9 District Writing Assessment Results 
Meet or Exceed Expectations 

Year All Students Aboriginal 

2004-2009 
5 year average 

88% 74% 

2009-2010 90% 85% 

2010-2011 
2010-2011 data will be 

updated at the end of June 2011 

Target 85% 

Comments: 
Á We are encouraged by our consistently strong results for All Students. 
Á We are encouraged by our continued positive trend for Aboriginal students and the trend in 

reducing the achievement gap between our Aboriginal Students and All Students. 
Á We continue to have 85% as a three year target as we continue to close the achievement gap. 
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Goal 1 - Objective 3.5: Maintain or Improve the Achievement of Grade 10 students    
                                       Passing the English 10 Provincial Exam 

 

11 
 
 

 
Results 2009/10  
86% of our Grade 10 students Meet or Exceed Expectations. 
 
Aboriginal Students Results 2009/10  
76% of our Grade 10 Aboriginal students Meet or Exceed 
Expectations. 
 
Target 2013/14 
Our target over the next three years is to continue having 85% or more of all Grade 10 students 
pass the English 10 Provincial Exam. 
 
 
 
 
  Percent of Grade 10 Students 
  Passing English 10 Provincial Exam 
 

 
The first bar graph is the average of data for 2004-2009.. 
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Performance Indicators/Evidence 
Provincial Required Examinations ï English 10 
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Percent of Grade 10 Students 
Passing English 10 Provincial Exam 

Year All Students Aboriginal 

2004-2009 
5 year average 

87% 79% 

2009-2010 86% 76% 

2010-2011 
2010-2011 data will be updated at 

the end of June 2011 

Comments: 
Á We are encouraged by the number of students who successfully pass the Provincial 10 English 

Exam. 
Á We are encouraged that 89% of students with Learning Disabilities (How we are doing Report 

2010/11) were successful on the Grade 10 English Provincial Exam (pass rate). 
Á We are encouraged that 89% of students with Behaviour Disabilities (How we are doing Report 

2010/11) passed the Grade 10 English Provincial Exam (pass rate). 

Target 85% 
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Guiding Principles for all Mission Schools  

Actions  

 

 

 

 

               The district continues to...   
 

Provide all partners in learning with opportunities to discuss implementation and    
                     assessment implications of the English Language Arts Integrated Resource  
                     Package, including the gradual release of responsibility model through: school  
                     based and District professional development workshops, Late Literacy and Early  
                     Success meetings, Action Research, and Side by Side teaching. 
 

Provide opportunities encouraging a focus on a balanced literacy approach across  
                     curricular areas.  Expand assessment opportunities ñfor and ofò learning.   
                     Encourage teachers and schools to use the services of the District Literacy teacher  
                     to support literacy goals. 
 

Assist schools with the administration, collection, analysis and sharing of data in  
                     both reading and writing.  
    

Increase awareness of Aboriginal materials and resources through support from  
                     Liaison Workers, Language Experience Teachers and District Staff. 
 

Provide additional learning and in-service opportunities for supporting  
                     English/French language development for all learners.  
 

Encourage use of Literacy Mentors (Peer Tutors, Men with Books,  
                     Parent/Grandparent readers and Work Experience students). 
 

Support the decentralization of learning resources and staff development.  
 

 
 
 

Early Learning K - 2 

 Continue to offer Books for Breakfast/ Ready Set Learn/ Little Readers, Full Day Kindergarten 
and All Aboard for Kindergarten support material as opportunities in our school communities for 
early learners. 

 Focus on oral language. 

 Provide opportunities for transition from pre-school and StrongStart with a specific focus on 
Aboriginal and students with special needs. 

 Promote the use of Aboriginal literacy materials (French and English). 

 Full Day Kindergarten focus implemented in 2010/11. All schools involved in in-service regarding 
best practices in early learning. 

 Involve StrongStart facilitators and community Early Childhood Educators people in staff 
development opportunities throughout the year. 

 Continue to develop pilot school ñ0-8ò model to support families in the community and more 
seamless transitions. 
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Grades 3 - 12   

 Encourage ï cross curricular focus on reading, writing and oral language in all subjects (all 
teachers ï teachers of reading). 

 Continue to encourage staff to attend staff development opportunities locally, provincially 
and internationally. 

 Continue the provision of Information Literacy program and high quality learning resources 
towards developing studentsô capacity as independent learners and improving studentsô 
literacy success. 

 Continue to offer Action Research opportunities for staff who wish to deepen their 
understanding. 

 Offer opportunities for teachers to see demonstration lessons with post conference included.  

 Provide the resources, training and support for the Advancement via Individual 
Determination (AVID) program. 

 Continue to support and provide structures for vulnerable middle secondary students. 

 Invite teachers to use Fall District Assessment Reading Team, (DART) Grades 3-9 and 
provide opportunities for team coding and sharing strategies to support instruction. 

 Grade 4-9 District wide writing assessments that provide information to teachers to assist in 
planning for instruction with a focus on our most vulnerable learners. 

 Continue to provide opportunities for teachers to code district reading and writing 
assessments. 
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Numeracy & Mathematics 
 

 
 

Improve the Numeracy and Mathematic skills of all our students 
 
Objective 1:  Improve Numeracy and Mathematic skills of Kindergarten to Grade 6 students. 
Objective 2:  Improve Numeracy and Mathematic skills of Grades 7 to 12 students. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rationale: 
 
Á Analysis of FSA and Provincial exam results indicates a need to improve the Numeracy 

level of all our students. 
Á It is important that all our students are numerate to achieve their goals. 
Á 12 of 12 elementary schools have set numeracy as a goal. 
Á 2 of 3 secondary schools have set numeracy as a goal. 
Á Participation rates in Principles of Mathematics and/or Applications of Mathematics 

should be increased. 
 
 
 
 Performance Indicators / Evidence 
 
Improve Student Numeracy Skills 
 

 
Á FSA Results Grades 4 and 7 
Á Grades 5 and 8 Numeracy Assessment  
      Project (GNAP)  
Á District Math 11 success rates(success  
      refers to receiving a passing final   
      grade in a Math 11 course) 
Á District Math 11 participation rates in  
      Principles and Applications 
Á Grade 10 Provincial Math Results 
Á Grade 12 Provincial Math Results 
Á Special Needs Report 2006/07 ï  
      2010/11, ñHow are we doing?ò 
Á Aboriginal Report 2005/06 - 2009/10,  

                                                                                           ñHow are we doing?ò 
 

ñMost if not all important mathematics concepts and procedures can best be taught 
through problem solving.  That is, tasks or problems can and should be posed that 
engage students in thinking about and developing the important mathematics they 
need to learn.ò   
(Van de Walle) 2001 
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Goal 2 - Objective 1.1: Improve the Numeracy and Mathematic skills of Grade 4 students 

 
 
Results 2009/10      
64% of our Grade 4 students Meet or Exceed Expectations. 
    
 
Aboriginal Student Results 2009/10 
62% of our Grade 4 Aboriginal students Meet or Exceed Expectations. 
 
Target 2013/14 
We will continue to move towards having 85% of all Grade 4 students 
Meet or Exceed Expectations over the next three years. 
 

 
 
   Grade 4 FSA Numeracy Results 

Meet or Exceed Expectations 
 

    

    

 

District Gr.4 FSA Numeracy Results 
Meet or Exceed Expectations 

Year 
All 

Students 
Aboriginal 

Performance 
Level Unknown 

2007-2008 64% 50% 8% 

2008-2009 62% 41% 14% 

2009-2010 64% 62% 10% 

2010-2011 
2010-2011 data will be updated  

in September 2011 
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Performance Indicators/Evidence 
FSA results Grade 4 
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Comments: 
Á The FSA examination format was changed in 2007-2008.  The assessment took place in February 

(mid-year) and technology was utilized for the first time.  This is a practice that our students found 
challenging. 

Á We are still concerned about the participation rate and will continue to encourage all students to 
participate. 

Target 85% 




